Charcoal-yeast extract agar (CYEA) has been widely used as a primary isolation medium for Legionella pneumophila and related organisms since its description by Feeley et al. (4) . Gramnegative bacilli cultured on CYEA that fail to grow on other commonly used bacteriological media have been generally referred to as Legionella-like organisms. Once such organisms are fully characterized by biochemical testing, DNA hybridization, morphology, and antigenic relatedness, they are given new scientific names or are assigned to different serogroups within the same species.
To date, six distinct serogroups of L. pneuimophila have been identified, as have five additional Legionella species (2, 8, 13, 14) . Two new genera (Fluoribacter and Tatlockia) have been proposed (6) , which would replace L. bozemnanii and L. micdadei as F. bozemanae and T. micdadei, respectively.
We isolated a gram-negative pleiomorphic rod from lung tissue obtained at autopsy of a cancer patient who died of a bilateral pneumonia. Clinically, the pneumonia resembled legionellosis, and the cultured microorganism grew only on the CYEA medium commonly used for isolation of Legionella species. The isolation of this microorganism was fortuitous, since it grew only within or around colonies of Candida parapsilosis. Because the microorganism produces a pink, nondiffusable pigment, it will be referred to as Pink-MDA.
(This paper was presented in part at the 81st Annual Meeting of the American Society for Microbiology, 6 (19) .
RESULTS
Growth studies. Pink-MDA grew neither alone nor symbiotically on any growth medium except CYEA. Many bacteria, including a variety of gram-positive and gram-negative organisms and yeasts, could replace C. parapsilosis as the symbiote (Fig. 1 ). Symbiote culture with either Staphylococcus aureus or E. coli allowed colonies of Pink-MDA to be detected earlier than with most other organisms. In addition, both the colony size and pigmentation of Pink-MDA increased when grown with these bacteria rather than with yeasts. Furthermore, when E. coli was allowed to grow on CYEA for 48 h and the agar block containing the colony of E. coli was then removed, the surrounding medium supported the growth of Pink Table 3 . Pink-MDA is a nonmotile, catalase-and oxidase-negative, gram-negative rod that produces a pink pigment. Electron microscopy ( Fig. 3 tinuing to elucidate this phenomenon. There is a definite growth factor requirement for Pink-MDA that is not supplied by CYEA. Our preliminary studies indicate that folic acid is required for growth of the bacterium. Failure to grow on CYEA might be due to a limited supply of folic acid in the medium. Thymidine could substitute for folic acid in supporting the growth of Pink-MDA, indicating a possible disturbance in the formation of thymidine-5-phosphate. This phenomenon could be explained by a lack of folic acid, which is involved as a methyl group donor in the synthesis of thymidine-5-phosphate (7) . Thymidine-dependent strains of Enterobacteriaceae are known to occur after sulfonamide treatment (1, 10, 16, 21) . In this case, however, neither sulfonamide nor Amethopterin (methotrexate), an antifolate, were used to treat the patient. The inability of the Legionella species to grow on commonly used bacteriological media is well known, and several media have been described for the culture of these related organisms (3, 5, 6, 17, 20, 22 difficulty in growing the Legionella species, the inadequacy of many primary isolation media. The frequency of bacterial infections considered viral because bacteria were not detected or aseptic due to adequate therapy that were actually caused by organisms similar to Pink-MDA remains to be determined. We are, however, presently inoculating all lung biopsy and aspirate specimens onto both folic acid-supplemented (10 ,ug/ml) and nonsupplemented CYEA. To date, Pink-MDA has not been isolated from any additional specimens.
